
 

 

Training Brief     12/2025 

Heading - Chainsaw Training 

 

A suggestion for cold-weather training is Chainsaw Operations. Most departments have an 
individual who is well-versed and a frequent user of chainsaws. Consider assigning that 
member as the lead instructor for the session.  A training night might include a review of the 
department's saws and safety PPE available.  Some departments have dedicated vent 
saws with various specialty chains and separate forestry saws. The review should include: 
fuel mix, starting, maintenance, and safe operations.  

Included in this brief are links to several training sites. The Husqvarna link has several good 
videos on various saw operations. 

https://www.husqvarna.com/us/discover/chainsaw-academy/basic-tree-felling/ 

Has several short training videos on various operations. 

https://www.labor.nc.gov/osh/osh-presentations/chainsaw-safety-presentation 

PP slides 54, PPE safety, saw parts, maintenance, and tree cutting. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yY_oPdESU_Y 

Workspace training – 9-minute video that covers: fueling, starting cold and hot, chain 
adjustment, and kickback.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l_WdFM6EFSU 

Stihl training video – 37 minutes – safety, PPE operations  

Fueling tip – never remove the fuel and oil reservoir caps at the same time. This helps 
prevent accidentally putting fuel in the oil reservoir or vice versa.  

Prevent oil leak in storage tip – after operating the saw and before putting away, open the 
oil cap to break the vacuum seal. If you fuel and top off the oil after each use, you have 
accomplished this.  

PRIMEX  has a 1-hour saw training program available.  Contact Derek Martel – 
dmartel@nhprimex.org 
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